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The Digitising Scotland project is having the vital records of Scotland tran-
scribed from images of the original handwritten registration books. Linking the
resulting dataset of 24 million vital records covering the lives of 18 million people
is a major challenge requiring improved record linkage techniques. Discussions
within the Digitising Scotland project have been hampered by each group using
their own identification scheme, generally based on the order that the certificates
have been processed.

To enable fruitful discussions between the distributed Digitising Scotland
team, we required a mechanism for uniquely identifying each individual present
on the certificates. From the identifier it should be possible to determine the type
of certificate and the role played. We have devised a protocol to generate for any
individual on the certificate a unique identifier, without using a computer, by
exploiting the National Records of Scotland’s registration districts. Importantly,
the approach does not rely on the handwritten content of the certificates. The
resulting scheme has improved the internal discussions within the project.
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